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WEICOME——E===" IV EXPEDITION IN PE

In the summer we were delighted to get

We now finally have the time to reflect on a busy summer and autumn  jnvolved with designing and setting up a unique
season which has seen training at Oxford Brookes University, TV work jungle trek in a remote area of Peru just on the

both in Borneo and in Peru, a marathon in Borneo and recruitment campaign . .

in the UK. It would be good to think this chance to reflect meant a bit of edge of Manu National Park f(?r a_n C Pl
time to relax as well but | think that as | ended up producing this newsletter ~ BBC TV documentary. We can’t give too much
on the plane and that November looks like being as busy as ever, maybe =~ away ahead of the show being screened early

that is looking unlikely... Dom  nextyear but it was an exciting opportunity for
us to get involved in working in a new area.
UPCOMING TRAINING COURSES... Though both Simon and | have worked in
South America a great deal in the past it was a
I I F R E E I | great chance to spread Fieldskills services

S e R A AR T cR YN g  Pevond our normal operations in the UK and
: Borneo. Having sent another member of staff
On 25th November we are running a free course for

. . ) : ) on itinial recces and set up | was lucky enough
University st aff who are involved in planning or safety S :
. : ) to head out for the final jungle trek recceing
for University Fieldwork.

and to work with the film crew in the field. The
area of the filming was a truely stunning
introduction for me to the Amazon albeit in its
most upper regions and the views on and
around the Upper Madre de Dios and the
Palatoa Rivers where we were based were truly
stunning. We were welcomed with incredible
friendliness and good humour in the face of
some grueling filming by all the villagers from
the area without whom there is no way the trip
could have come off. After eight days of river
crossing and some of the most ant infensted
forest | have ever experienced | left vowing
OUTDOOR FIRST AID COURSE that this was another area | need to explore
We are running a two day first aid course in Warwick on 17th more... I'll leave you with what | brought back
and 18th November. The course is ideal for anyone wanting buried in my right calf from Peru... Dom
first aid skills applied to outdoor environments or overseas
trips. It is appropriate for outdoor NGBs and is certified by
an HSE and QCA registered organisation. You can book
directly via the website or email admin@fieldskills.com if you
have any other questions.

25th Nov - Oxford Brookes University:
The course will run from 10.30 to 3.00.

It will cover basic first aid and show how these
skills can be integrated with safety planning
including emergency response and dynamic risk assessment.

To reserve a place or find out more details please email
dominic@fieldskills.com

EXPLORE CONFERENCE AT THE RGS
If you want the opportunity to meet 100 leading field scientists
and explorers, hear inspirational speakers and make valuable
contacts we highly recommend this weekend conference at
the RGS in London from 21st - 23rd November. For more
details go to www.rgs.org/explore

www.fieldskills.com iInfo@feldskills.com
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BSES Amazon Expedition 2008

Our destination for the British Schools
Expeditionary Society (BSES
Expeditions) Amazon '08 expedition, the
2 079 000 hectare Pacaya Samiria
reserve, sits 93 miles from lquitos
between the Maranon and the Ucayali
rivers. A protected area since 1940 it is
named after the Pacaya and Simiria river
basin. We were located at Huista Cocha
and Ungurahui on the Samiria river using
two Amazon riverboats as base-stations.
Each mooring location was on a stretch
of river approximately 150 metres wide
adjacent to a smaller tributary; at Huista
Cocha this was impassable due to water
hyacinths but at the tributary was
navigable and very changeable, allowing
access to a distant isolated lake.

The forty Young Explorers (YES) were
split into two groups (“Fires” in BSES
speak) per boat. (Macaw and Monkey;
Anaconda and Jaguar). The aim was to
complete a ten day program of activities
in each location with a one day
rendezvous midway to change boats.
Although slightly different at each
location, each YE completed, in total, a
twenty day expedition that included:
terrestrial transects, a two day canoe
based Macaw survey, turtle censuses
and egg collection, Caiman surveys, a
two day jungle living program and a five

Ropeskills Rigging is Born

day combined canoe and trek.

The locations, combined with the
tranquillity of boat living, provided a unique
experience, each day beginning at six
thirty with the dawn chorus of Howler
monkeys; Amazonian river dolphins, some
as pink as flamingos, were abundant,
announcing their arrival as regularly as
every half an hour with a tremendous vent
of their blow-holes. Aside from the
expected animal encounters, one Fire,
returning from a turtle survey, was lucky
enough to surprise a Jaguar mid-river
whilst another witnessed a Jaguar Kill
during their Jungle Living element. One
of the boats also moored around the
corner from its name sake “Lobo del Rio”
(the giant river otter) complete with new
born off-spring.

Even the journey from London Heathrow
to the Pacaya-Samiria was an expedition
in itself compounded by an attempt to get
forty-five YEs and leaders to check sixty
items of expedition kit along with their
personal kit under an allowance of two
bags and twenty kilos per person! At
Houston we had a problem. Sorry. The HF
radios were reluctant to work but the
availability of satellite phones relegated
this to a non-event. Some signal searching
was required under canopy but the use of

The launch of Ropeskills Rigging in Sabah is a collaborative project with .f o

the highly skilled Edward Sinpa, a long-standing outdoor educationalist in

Sabah and an accomplished climber.

Within the first two months we secured the contract to build Kota Kinabalu’s
first indoor climbing centre as well as the contract to explore and rig a
huge cliff on one of the tropical islands off the coast of Sabah.

Our work consulting for the University and National Service army camps
coupled with our film work support a staff of four and we have big plans
for improving our qualifications and widening our scope.

Film work has made up the bulk of our work for the last few years and
include, Monty Halls, Charlotte Uhlenbroek, Jeff Corwin, Steve Backshall,
Austin Stevens and Nick Baker as well as the BBC News teams and we 2=
are now very well established as the most accomplished film riggers in & L e

the Asia region.
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text communication reports were
invaluable where reception was poor.
No serious casualties were incurred: a
minor case of heat stroke from a red-
faced YE who swore blind they had
used sunscreen; a case of galloping
trench-foot from a very proud young
man and the expected assortment of
bites and bruises.

All told, the expedition went very well
considering that there was a last
minute leader reshuffle due to
unforeseen circumstances. Agreat mix
of people from very diverse
backgrounds (leaders and YEs) came
together and | believe that real changes
were made and a lot of barriers broken.
If half the YEs that mentioned they
wanted to become leaders return then
BSES will be very lucky.

Austin Haffenden contacted Dom looking
for expedition opportunities and only
months later found himself in the Amazon
with BSES. BSES are looking for leaders
and staff for their 2009 expeditions when
they will be returning to the Amazon as
well as running expeditions to Svalbard,
Artic Kayaking and Leadership
Development expeditions to Norway, and
to the Himalayas in Ladakh and to East
Greenland. For more information please
see www.bses.org.uk/

bses 2008.php?BSESid=&mode=leading_about

www.fieldskills.com
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Collaborative research and training facility

managed by Cardiff University and Sabah W

The field centre is a focus for biodiversity research and
training and for field courses in tropical biodiversity
assessment. It is situated in Lot 6 of the Lower Kinabatangan
Wildlife Sanctuary in Sabah, Malaysia and is surrounded by
a mixture of lowland dipterocarp forest types, ranging from
primary forest to disturbed secondary forest, in a matrix
landscape with significant human impact, including villages,
small scale agriculture and oil palm plantations. It is thus an
ideal location to study wildlife and the effects of anthropogenic
habitat alteration on biodiversity. Training in biodiversity
assessment methods for trees, invertebrates, reptiles and
amphibians, birds and mammals can be organised. Ten
species of primate (e.g. orang-utan, proboscis monkey,
Bornean gibbon) are present in the sanctuary, as well the
Bornean elephant, carnivores such as the clouded leopard,
other cat and civet species, sun bear and binturong. Eight of
the ten species of hornbill in Borneo can be found here, along
with over 300 other bird species. Herpetofauna are also
abundant including saltwater crocodile, monitor lizards,
reticulated python, king cobra and many others. The
invertebrate and plant diversity in the Sanctuary is also very
high. There are opportunities for MSc, PhD and other projects
within the sanctuary, subject to governmental approval.

The centre is now available with a central facility, which
includes: a basic laboratory; specimen preparation and
storage area; a fully internet-linked computer laboratory
(equipped with ten Pcs); a multi-functional room (which can
be partitioned for simultaneous presentations and discussion
groups); a library and a dining area with a fully equipped
kitchen. A resident cook is able to provide hot meals and the
dormitory block can accommodate up to 20 students (four
rooms with five beds) and five supervisors. As transport to
and from the sanctuary’s study sites is best effected by river
the centre provides boatmen and has four eight-seat boats.

For prices, availability and
additional queries, please contact
Dr. Benoit Goossens

(goossensbr@cardiff.ac.uk or
danaugirangfieldcentre @yahoo.com).

Web site: http://www.cardiff.ac.uk/
biosi/facilities/
danaugirangfieldcentre/index.html

Fieldskills is working closely with Danau Girang. We brought
schools expeditions there this summer to help develop the
infastructure and will continue working to support and develop
this important research facility.

ildlife Dep artment.
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St.Lucia is most commonly known as a honeymoon
destination, however there is much more to this little
Island than sandy beaches and caribbean sun. | am out
here working for Durrell Wildlife Conservation Trust on
three projects. The first involves a rare species of Lizard
that exists on only a few Islets, we are translocating
individuals and establishing new populations on other
protected islets around St.Lucia. The second is a
monitoring program for the St.Lucia iguana, as yet
taxanomically undefined, we are using a combination of
ground surveys and canopy work to estimate the
occupancy of this species. Thirdly we are doing the
preperation work for a parrot survey that will take place
during early 2009, this involves establishing the easiest
access routes to randomly allocated points in the forest
and noting key information like fruiting tree species and
potential nesting sights.

Jess Marsden is a veteran of a number of Fieldskills
courses and numerous tropical forest fieldwork trips and
after having graduated from Aberdeen University seems
to have fallen on her feet in St Lucia...

www.fieldskills.com
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Borneo International
Marathon 2008

An ambitious plan was conceived a year ago when four fans of
long-distance running got together, had too many glasses of
wine and decided to initiate a marathon in the city of Kota
Kinabalu, Malaysian Borneo. Seemed like a good idea at the
time.

It turns out that its no mean feat to get this sort of sporting
event off the ground but against far too many odds, off the
ground it did get, in fact we had some 1,000 runners come
from all over the world to take part and raised a good amount
of cash for small local charities.

Fieldskills were a sponsor of the event and helped to run the
logistics as well as being race directors and on the organizing
committee. The success of the event is down to a lot of
teamwork and a shared passion for running.

The lead runner finished in 2hours and 25 minutes, not easy in
the tropical heat but the visiting Kenyan was full of praise for
the route and the organization of the marathon, watch out for
Sammy Kiptoo at the next Olympics......

OTHER NEW

Here are some sbries which caught our inerest...

ieldiski
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SOS set fundraising trek dates for 2009

Have you ever dreamed of seeing orangutans in their natural habitat?

Our 8 day trek in the Sumatran rainforest gives you an opportunity to
experience life in the orangutan’s forest home whilst raising funds for
SOS conservation projects. You will be taught jungle survival skills
such as setting up camps, making fires, finding medicinal plants and
cooking jungle food. You will witness the apes at the Bohorok Orangutan
feeding platform, and spend 3 nights sleeping under the forest canopy.
You will search for wild orangutans, ride an elephant deep into the
forest, and visit a local Karo tribe village. You may hear gibbons
singing in the morning, and see magnificent hornbills swooping
overhead.

See the Visit Sumatra page of the SOS website
WWwWWwW .orangutans-=-sos.org
for more details including itinerary and booking form. 2009 Trek dates
are April 3rd —12th and September 21st —30th . We only offer 6
guest places on each trek because the smaller the group the less the
environmental impact and the more chance of seeing wildlife.
Book early to avoid missing out on this once-in-a-lifetime trip.

Fieldskills are firm believers in collaboration,
working together and supporting other
projects; good teamwork and co-operation
are essential for any large or multidisciplinary
project to work and the fact that four runners
with no experience in organizing marathons
can make their first attempt so successful is
testament to this spirit of co-operation.

www .borneomarathon.com

news website 28th October.

Scientists from Queen Mary Univer-
sity of London and University of Le-
icester have found that bumblebee
colonies which are fast learners are
also better able to fight off infection.
They had expected to find an evolu-
tionary trade off between ability to
learn and the strength of their im-
mune response but this not being
found the researchers were forced to
conclude that “once again the humble
bee in proving more complex than
most people thought”. Their findings
were reported in the Royal Society
Journal, Biology Letters.

Ateam from UCL has shown Sat-
ellite data suggesting artic sea ice
thickness reduced dramatically -
by as much as a fifth in some re-
gions - last winter. There has
been debate as to whether a re-
duction in sea ice could be sim-
ply due to a redistribution but the
researchers say that for the first
time their findings show that “we
can definitively say that the bulk
overall volume of ice has de-
creased”. Theirfindings are in the
journal of Geophysical Research
Letters and is reported on BBC

Betrand Piccard from Switzerland
has launched a project to circle
the globe in an aeroplane with no
gas tank and a jumbo-jet wing-
span. He plans to be able to fly
both day and night with energy
stored up in batteries. Another
Swiss adventurer also plans to
drive round the world in his solar
taxi and a third to follow him in a
solar power catamaran. Allin all
it seems the Swiss are on a mis-
sion to prove the sun’s power to
transport us around the globe...
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