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to FIELDNEWS Another very busy few months in the Fieldskills
calender with the busy period for UK training courses

as teams prepare for their summer expeditions coinciding with TV work, the Sabah Adventure Challenge and lots of
other events in Borneo.  With spring looking like it is on its way summer is not far away so we hope everyone’s plans for
the main expedition season are coming together.  As ever we’d love to hear what you are planning, how it is going and
if we can help out in any way.  Dom

The OP3-Danum-08 project is a major collaboration between eight UK
institutions and partners from the Malaysian Meteorological Department,
Universiti Malaysia Sabah, Yayasan Sabah and USA.  They are currently
embarking on a major field campaign in the Danum Valley in Sabah.  It includes
two Fellows of the Royal Society and many other internationally recognised
researchers and leaders in the field of biosphere – atmosphere interactions
and atmospheric chemistry - and will use facilities as diverse as the NERC
Facility for Airborne Atmospheric Measurements research aircraft and a Global
Atmospheric Watch station, with 100 m research tower, in an undisturbed
rainforest in Sabah Malaysia.

Tropical forests account for over half of the world’s forests (1.8 billion ha) and
act as a massive source of matter and energy to the lower atmosphere. The
project aims to look at the role they play in the chemical budgets and processes
in the atmosphere at the local, regional and global scales.

The tropical biosphere is one of the main sources of reactive trace gas emissions
into the global atmosphere, and the project aims to get a better understanding
of the chemical changes occurring in the atmosphere, and potential impact the
biosphere may have on atmospheric chemistry (and hence on climate) as the
global climate warms. This kind of study takes on all the more significance with
the rapid rates of land use change in the tropical rain forests of the world and
the increased industrialisation of areas such as China and India.

Fieldskills has been delighted to run a series of training courses this spring at
Lancaster and Leeds Universities and the Centre for Ecology and Hydrology in
Edinburgh with a combination of first aid, tropical forest and risk assessment
training with members of the the OP3 program.  This has been a part and
parcel of a very busy season of training for Fieldskills which has also included
continuing our ongoing relationships with groups at Leeds and Aberdeen
Universities as well as developing new programs with Glasgow and building in
a further masters project support program at Oxford Brookes which looks set
to become a regular part of their Primate Conservation program.

For more information about the OP3 :http://www .es.lancs.ac.uk/OP3/

If you are interested in training programs in first aid, fieldwork safety or expedition
skills as part of your degree, postgraduate or research work contact
dominic@fieldskills.com

FIELDSKILLS EXPANDS TRAINING WITH
SCIENTIFIC AND ACADEMIC GROUPS
INCLUDING MAJOR CLIMATE STUDY...

Following the success of last
year's OrangAid stand-up

Get tickets for OrangAid
fundraising comedy
night...
comedy benefit it will take place again on
12th May in London. Headlined by Bill
Bailey, with many other acts, tickets are
just £20, and all proceeds go to
conservation projects for the critically
endangered Sumatran orangutan.
Buy tickets through
www.ticketmaster.com - search for
"OrangAid", or call the box office on
020 7420 8113



Fieldskills and GCP are again coinciding our UK training
courses to provide people with a unique package of
Tropical Forest Training, all based in Oxford and in the
same week.

GCP’s Basic Canopy Access Proficiency (BCAP) courses
are designed primarily for researchers studying the high
canopy, but are equally suited to anyone with an interest
in accessing this hidden world for research, photography,
exploration, etc.  The UK Course Dates are below and
both the June and September dates allow you to attend
the BCAP course with GCP and the Fieldskills Tropical
Forest Safety Course within just one trip to Oxford!

14th - 18th April          2008 Oxford

23th - 27th June           2008 Oxford

8th - 12th September          2008 Oxford

Training grants are available for GCP’s 2008 courses.
Go to www .globalcanopy .org  or contact Amy
Hardingham a.hardingham@globalcanopy .org  for
further information.

Over the last three years Fieldskills has worked with BSES in
training staff for their tropical forest expeditions.  The British
Schools Exploring Society conducts several major challenging
scientific research expeditions annually which aim to develop
confidence, teamwork, leadership, an understanding of
environmental science research and a spirit of adventure/
exploration.

They are looking for leaders for this summer’s expedition to
the Peruvian Amazon.  The expedition will be to the Pacaya-
Samira National Reserve in North East Peru over the period
20 July - 25 Aug 2008 to conduct a fascinating range of scientific
research programs and challenging adventurous activities.
They will travel by plane, ship, small boat, canoe and on foot.
A more detailed description of the expedition objectives can
be obtained from the BSES website at www.bses.org.uk.

World famous athlete, Simon Amos, narrowly missed victory
in the KL half Marathon, finishing a very close 254th achieving
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STSTSTSTSTAFFAFFAFFAFFAFF
WWWWWANTEDANTEDANTEDANTEDANTED
FOR BSES EXPEDITION TO PERUVIAN AMAZON - summer 08

Leaders are required to support the expedition in a range
of roles, specifically doctor/nurse/paramedic, a
competent open canoe leader and either qualified MLs
or similar individuals with relevant rainforest experience.
Staff with a zest for zoology/biology are also welcome to
apply.

Full details are available on the BSES website or by
contacting the BSES Main Office on 020 7591 3141.  If
you are interested, enthusiastic, with appropriate
experience and/or qualifications, contact Dale Garwood,
the Expedition Chief Leader on 01258 482718 (days),
01258 459559 (evenings) or by e-mail on
djgarwood@bigfoot.com. You should be available for
leader training weekends on 18-20 Apr, 28/29 Jun 08
and for the full period of the expedition.

Fieldskills are pleased to be working with BSES again
by providing training to many of the staff members of the
2008 Amazon expedition.

FIELDSKILLS NEWS

a personal best time at the
same time - in what was,
admittedly, his first race.

The quest continues for
him to run a full marathon
this year before the
inaugural Borneo
International Marathon in
KK in October.

Fieldskills are supporting
the organisation of this
exciting event and you can
find out more about it at
www.borneomarathon.com

CANOPY COURSES WITH GCP
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Some extra snippets that caught our eye from the rainforest and natural world in general...

Elephant s scared of bees...
Oxford DPhil student Lucy  King has
studied the idea that elephants will
run away from the sound of bees
buzzing.  This was studyed  by play-
ing tapes of bees and may have ap-
plications in keeping elephants
away from farms and therefore may
be significant in the ongoing human
elephant conflicts.
www .savetheelephant s.org

Rainforest regeneration in Cost a
Rica...
Half a century after most of Costa

FOREST NEWS

Rica's rainforests were cut down, re-
searchers from the Boyce Thompson
Institute have had positive results
from an attempt to restore a tropical
rainforest ecosystem through re-
planting.  They found when they
planted worn-out cattle fields in Costa
Rica with a sampling of local trees,
native species began to move in and
flourish, raising the hope that de-
stroyed rainforests can one day be
replaced.

The findings were published in the

March 2008 issue of Ecological Res-
toration .

The bombardier beetle’ s ability to fire
a powerful jet of hot, toxic fluid to fight
off predators such as birds and frogs is
inspiring designers of engines, drug-de-
livery devices and fire extinguishers to
improve spray technologies.  How they
achieved the powerful spray has been
studied at Leeds University with Swed-
ish Biomimetics 3000 Ltd.  You can find
out more in April's Physics W orld .

Sabah based Tarsier Project
Walking through the rainforest at night on the edge of the
Kinabatangan River in Sabah with the sounds of wildlife
all around us we had already seen a number of animals,
but we had come here looking for one in particular and
after days of searching, there it was, tucked up on a small
tree, one of Borneo’s rarely seen animals, the western
tarsier.

The western tarsier is an elusive and shy nocturnal primate
which lives in the rainforests of Borneo and Sumatra.
Sometimes called “The Littlest Alien”, they are small
enough to fit in the palm of your hand and are best known
for their large eyes which are bigger than their brain.  They
are completely insectivorous, feeding mainly on
grasshoppers and crickets and get their name from their
elongated tarsal region which, along with their fused leg
bones, allows them to leap up to 3 meters.  The amount
of information on this species is limited, though, due to
their elusive nature which has even made it difficult to
determine the population size, but near a village called
Bilit something is being done to change this.

Bilit is on the Kinabatangan River, which is one of the
main hotspots to view Borneo’s varied wildlife and is home
to western tarsiers.   Tarsiers used to be seen regularly
around the village, but a dramatic reduction in the sightings
over the years there prompted the management of the
Nature Lodge Kinabatangan
(www.naturelodgekinabat angan.com ) to establish the
first sanctuary and breeding project for the western tarsier
– Balai Tarsier.  Translated into English this means “home
of the tarsier” and is being set up to conserve the species

through the breeding programme, increasing awareness of the
tarsier through education and it will also act as a project site for
the essential research that is needed on all aspects of the tarsiers
behaviour.

A field team was established to locate the tarsiers and with expert
help from the staff of the Philippine Tarsier Foundation (PTF) we
have already located a female tarsier in the area and the search
for a male is now on.  Tarsiers get easily stressed and are well
known for how difficult they are to keep successfully in captivity,
especially outside of their habitat country, so the outside enclosure
that will house the tarsiers has been carefully designed with
assistance from the PTF to reduce the stress on the animals.
Feeding the tarsiers is one such difficulty as they only eat live prey

and can consume more
than 10 grasshoppers a
night which have to be
caught by hand from the
surrounding forest.

The education and
research which will be
carried out at Balai
Tarsier once it is fully
operational aims to
contribute to
conservation of the
western tarsier in Sabah.

Sheena Hynd is a
primatologist and has worked
on a range of conservation
and wildlife projects in
Borneo.


